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А NOTE FROM THE PUBLISHER 


In the beginning there was the nameless bard who recounted the adventures of Gilgamesh and his 
crowd. After a while there was Shakespeare and Chaucer and the nameless scribes who catalogued the 
ancient Chinese mythologies, philosophies and pre-Imperial legends dating back two thousand years to 
the roving Taoist scholars, in the work we know as the Tian Wen. Then, after centuries of roundshoulder- 
ed savants illuminating manuscripts in Carthusian cells, circa 1440-1450, the German printer Johann 
Gensfleich (called Gutenberg) printed the first Latin edition of the Bible using movable type. The idea 
caught on, and everybody started writing. (A nasty trend that continues today, generated by the miscon- 
ception that "anyone can write... hell, if Harold Robbins can make a living from it, so can I!") 


And Samuel Johnson begat Thomas Hardy; and Thomas Hardy begat Nathaniel Hawthorne: and 
Nathaniel Hawthorne begat Mary Shelley; and Mary Shelley begat Herman Melville; and Herman Melville 
begat D.H. Lawrence; and D.H. Lawrence begat Scott Fitzgerald; and Scott Fitzgerald begat Yukio 
Mishima; and Yukio Mishima begat Jorge Luis Borges; and Borges begat Fritz Leiber; and Leiber begat 
me, because "anyone can write", and this is the November editorial, the subject of which is... 
Society has always had it's storytellers, 


When mankind was still living in small villages, actually little more than extended families, the shaman 
was the storyteller. Myths about where we came from; tales of heroes and their battles; legends of gods. 
All familiar stories, told by priests or gurus. We took these tales, and used them in our daily lives. They 
became guides, or perhaps simply hope for a better life. We vented out anger, fear and frustration and, 
through our identification with heroes in the myths, sought to triumph over our trials. Society has chang- 
ed. The myths and their makers, have changed as well. Many of our storytellers are screenwriters, and we 
watch the new mythologies in movies and on television. 


Some of us even get our myths from comic books. 


They are common sense, truth, disguised as stories. They are universal dreams. They are told over and 
over, in all societies, in all languages. | suppose that's why some stories, wherever they appear and in 
whatever form, draw an emotional response from us. 


| ህይ always felt that was the reason Elfguest has such an enormously faithful following. It's what Byrne is 
doing, in re-establishing the "god myth" in Superman. It's also what | hope to support in Renegade. I 
didnt't grow up with comics, but | did grow up reading everything | could lay my hands оп. | hope to pre- 
sent to you as many different kinds of stories, and as many new interpretations of the myths of lite as | сап 
at Renegade. You won't go "ping" with all of them. No one does. | do hope you will take some of these new 
tellings of the universal stories, and enjoy them, making them a part of your collective memory. 


The purpose, for me, working hard here at Renegade, is to provide an extended family for this new breed 
of shamans. 


We need these stories even more in these times of nuclear fear, when it seems as if we have lost contro! of 
our own lives. 


| hope that you will check out these new titles; find the new myths that strike a chord of response in you. 


Desperately seeking Steve Lefkowitz! | M ° 
Please contact Deni at Renegade. 
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and Terry Beatty 


NVEST/GATING THE SUPPOSED 
SUICIDE OF PORN QUEEN 
CIND! DUZIT С REAL МАМЕ: 
BETTY EDEN), "г BECOME 
SIDETKACCHED IN THE AFFAIRS 
OF ANOTHER “TRIPLE -X ” 
STARLET TRACEY LYNN — 


WHAT'S THE IDEA OF LYING ТО 
ME, HARRY ም You SAID you 
DIDN'T HAVE ANYTHING TO Do 
WITH THE BLUE MOVIE BIZ ፦ 
NOW 1 FIND OUT YOU’ جع‎ 
TRACEY LYNN/S FINANCIAL ANGEL 
IN HER NEW ጮ/ፌዱሌቶ COMPANY ^ 


ART ASSIST £» LETTERING : GARY КАТО 


WEE war ጊጊ" 


I GOT CERTAIN 
Business TIES WITH 
TRACEY'S FORMER 
pose — WHO WOULDN'T 
APPRECIATE MY 
MOVIN * им ON HIM / 


“ITS NOT WER VM WORRIEP ABOUT ፦ 
SHE KNOWS WHAT ГМ UPTO... 
SHE'LL GET А PIECE OF IT — THOUGH 
WITH HER CORPORATION THIS № A 


МО — SHE STAYS ALOOF 
FROM CRAP LIKE THIS 
. AET "EREE 
ENTERPRISE TAKE ITS 
COURSE,” SHE SAYS — 
THEN TAKES HER PIECE 
OF THE ACTION — 


уои MEAN TO SAY, 
BoTH You AND 

“ МЕ, = “ ARE Ter 
TO THE ML/ERTA 
FAMILY — ANP You 
WOULDN'T WANT ТО 
RILE DOMINIQUE — 


Z ” А 


BUT ме. ር. HIMSELF — Y 


НЕ: 5 ል NASTY Guy — 
HE'S CAPABLE OF 
ABOUT ANYTHING - 


SORRY 1 COULDN’T GET 
THE Doom MYSELF. BABY 
— ТОО LOADED DOWN 
WITH GOODIES For you- 


۶/٦‏ 7سا ا۷۷۰۱ 
POMIN IQUE‏ 


7 


— THAT AF 

МЕ. ے‎ ТВАФНЕР ALL 

MY OTHER CUDDLY 
CRITTERS / 


TREE INVESTIGATIONS INC. 

SURE, Г RECOGNIZE YOu, 

LADY — THE TRIGEGER-HAPPY 
FEMALE Dick. 


EDDIE, IT'S OKAY — 
1 HEED THEM. 

MR, C. ест ROUGH 
WITH МЕ AND I 
NEEDED PROTECTION, 


им DAN GREEN — 
I WORK WITH TREE 
Li ۸۷ INVESTIGATIONS, INC. 


Po 
HARRY’S z BUT THIS 6 МУ Boss — 


BEEN ON A 1 BEEN DOIN’ SOME 
BUYING ТЕР Business, YEAH. 
ЕРРЕ 2 ANP Му BUSINES. 
ISN'T ANY OF уви. 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING ім 
МУ HOUSE, ANYWAY Z 


ANP уби መኃ HAVE A REP THAT OUGHTA 

SHAKE А MINOR- LEAGUE MOS ЕСУ 

LIKE THE C-MAN DOWN "ТӘ Не DIRTY 
LITTLE SOCKS. 


\/ BLOW IT OUT YOU'LL HAVE TO EXCUSE 
YOUR NOSE, МЕ IF 1 FASS ON 
ЕРРИЕ — WHAT'S YOUR SEM TRIP. 

LEFT ОҒ ІТ- PM NOT INTO HAVIN’ 
WOMEN DEGRAPE AND ላዲ 
HUMILIATE ME. — 


I JUST WANT TO ASK I CALLEP_HER CINDI — | |" Sut DIED IN HIS ROOM, 
уби ABOUT CIND? ERES NOTHIN’ ригчт SHE, EDDIE Z ~ 


መ ሥሪ//ሦ” — om ри? You іле ABOUT — 
KNOW HER AS , Е 
BETTY EDEN Z 


Е е a =‏ ڪڪ ج ڪڪ ڪڪ 
YEAH. SHE DID — SHE KILLED ) COME ON, EPPIE-—‏ | 


“LOOK, LAPY, SHE HAP 
PERSONAL- PROBLEMS — 
THEY GOT TO НЕЕ — 


HERSELF. If LOVED THE KID, LIFE ISN'T AS CUT- 
AND г MISS HER, THAT'S AND- PRIEP AS you 


THE WHOLE SAD STORY IN WANT TO MAKE т- SHE HEADED FOR THE 
| | ር ግ EXIT. THAT'S ALL SHE 
WROTE. 7 
— — 


SHE WAS INTO THIS МАТ ӨНЕ НАР 
TRIP OVER DOIN’ PORN — COKE IN НЕЕ. 
SHE LOVED BEN’ А STAR, BLOOD STREAM 
BUT SHE FELT БАГ? EDDIE — 
АРОМАТ IT) SOMETIMES. 
I DON'T WANT TO TALE 

ABOUT ІТ. 


OKAY, THAT'S JT, I WANT You PEOPLE 0 


HEY, DON’T LAY THAT 
ON ME’ ром” TOO 
MUCH BLOW WASN'T 
HER PROBLEM / 
HE PROBLEMS МАРЕ, 
HER PO TOO MUCH BLOW? 


LT 
ОЕ MY HOUSE — TRACEY STAYS, THE PRIVATE HEAT 
CAN PARE a OUTS;IPE ANP ро THE BODYGUARD 
вт. 


RACEY ANP ME NEED OUR GIACE — 


I ромет KNOW 
WHAT TO MAKE 
OF THAT 
ЕІТТІ-Е., 
LL BE FN, PAN سے‎ 
EOE CAN Look 


EY, MS. TREE — САМ 
НАУЕ DAE WITH 
7 


DON'T ወሯ SHE PROBABLY DOES CARE ABOUT 
SILLY — г YOU, PAN, LIKE SHE CARES ABOUT 
ONLY... HER STUFFED ANIMALS, BUT NOT 


ዛ 
г 


LIKE SHE CARES А 


SURE. HARRY. LOCK, PONT SPILL WHAT You “МР, C ISTHE KIND OF 
Bur JUST KNOW ABOUT ME BEIN’! TRACEY'’S GUY WHO’ г HAVE YOURE 
ANGEL — NOT TO ANYBODY — CHIPS САЗНЕР OVER АМ 
ЖБ ЛМЕ» SLIGHT م‎ “ 


іш 


ч 1 
| ወይ ሠፎው — 1 GOTTA WHY, HARRY, Г и You DON'T 
уақ t یر کے‎ | 058 ДЫРЫ, پا‎ a s 
ы! % I THE COPS ` AMON 


FOUND out 1 WAS 
IN THE TRIPLE -X 
TRAVE — ДА? MAKIN” 
THE FLICKS IN THIS 

COUNTY ~ THEY’ D 


ዴቭል ዜ-። LIKE A 
COMMON PIMP. 


“1 GOT ONE OF THE ТОР 3 MEN'S MAGS 
IN THE COUNTRY — MY WHOLE 
OPERATION WOULD BE حر٤ جع +ع‎ “ 


HOW САМ AN IN ие PLLAENOSE. 
ኗ ር ም SIVE 


y 
ANYTHING = 
Роже Е Е — 


2 


“ SINCE THE MEGSE COMMISSION'S 
REPORT ON PORN, YE LOST 
THOUSANPS OF OUTLETS Form MY 

MAGAZINE SALES — RETAILERS 

ARE RUNNING SCAREP — THEY DON’T 

WANNA BE BUSTED OR EVEN JUST 
BRANPEP AS PORN MERCHANTS. * 


P. A 


OKAY, OKAY, HARRY. LL КЕБЕ” 
YOUR SECRET TO MYSELF, 

1 HAPPEN TO BELIEVE IN THE 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS — EVEN 
IF IT DOES MEAN TOLERATING “THE 
TASTELESS LIKES OF You. 


YOU KNOW. NO OFFENSE, BUT You 
REALLY MEE A CELEBRITY AND А 
BAGE TO BOOT. iF vou'LL- 

RECONSIPER AND ро THAT ጩሠሪፖኃ 
SPREAD FOR ME, THERE'S TEN 
GEES IN IT FoR you — 


50 EDDIE ۷۷۵ ۶ت‎ NO — BUT Е гирм'т 

TOO RESPONSIVE, | GET THE FEELING НЕ 
WHEN You BROUGHT | WAS LYING, EXACTLY. 
UP “бам: РИ ЯТ = = 


mmm | | wm — 
o  —= гы 
т i ) 


IT HURTS THE 
SLEAZEBAS ТО 
ፕልርህረ ABOUT НЕК, 


WELL, “MVE QUESTIONED 
ል POZEN PEOPLE ON 
THAT LIST OF THE PEAD 
БН: KNOWN ASSOCIATES 
— AND THEY REPORT 
THAT SHE DIP GET 
PERIODICALLY DEPRESSED, 


I KNOW. ANP Hem 
HEAVY DRUG USE TIES 
INTO THAT. ANP I CAN 
FIN? ዳሯ REAL HOLES 
IN THE POLICE REPORT, 


HIJA УВЕ. " ROGER SAID, 
“WHAT Nee HAVE 
HEE 


25 A А 
LEGITIMATE SUICIOE — 


ANP I Don’t THINK THAT'S WHAT THE HAVE усы pm 
DEAD GIRLS FATHER (S GOING TO | 
CWANT TO HEAR FROM LS — THÉ AFETERNGON 


THIS 1S GLENN'S WORK — ) BUT WHAT DOES THIS GET, CALLIS HAD THE 
HE TIPPED THE PAPERS- j MEAN wy SAYS SHES 
i 


ANSWEFZ TO THAT — 


IT MEANS EVERY MOVIE 

ANP VIDEO SHE EVER 

МАРЕ HAS ТО COME 
OFF proe SHELF ہے‎ 


BECAUSE rr. "TECHNICALLY" MY ASS / cuum With CEST 
TECHNICALLY IT /ወ — SHE WAS 16 WHEN ӨНЕ CERTAIN PEOPLE A 
KIPPE PORN. ሔ МАРЕ SOME OF THIS CRAPOLA — A መ MONEY, “ 


YOu Bet. ANP ITLL ` IT MAY INVOLVE THE رجح سم‎ 
COST ‘EM MOLE A= WELL — INTERSTATE 
THAN JUST MONEY. и COMMERCE (= INVOLVED, 
IF WE CAN FOYE THEY i тей 

ፎን SHE WAS UNDERAGE 
THEY'LL ро TIME. 

LOTS OF IT^ 

—— - aA = 


ኤ.ሬጨ.1.4....ሬ.1...ፌ.ሬ. ፌስ 


ІШІ 


AP 
፪ 


WHAT ABOUT | SHE'S THE СТМ “ያ E - 7/27 HOW GLENN PLANNED 
TRACEY IN THIS. SHELL- #7 — HE THOUGHT THS WOULE 

HERSELF Z SUFFER А LOT OF SHAME TRACEY OUT OF THE 

B anas eel EMBARRASSING 


PUBLICITY. BUT мо 


BUSINESS ANP BACH INTO А 
A ARREST OF ANY KIND- 


MORE ACCEPTABLE LIFE STYLE 


2 THOUGHT ABOUT LOOKING GLENN UP, AT MIS 
HOTEL, BUT WHAT МИОМА BE THE = 


ДАДИМ 7 
INSTEAD. ያ HEADED BACK TO EDHE GRAHAM'S, 


ТО SEE HOW TRACEY WAS REACTING TO THE 
/ፌ/ር>7--- BROEN SOCAN CAL — 


MAYBE EDDIE HAP 
SPLIT AND PAN WAS IN 
COMFORTING Mia 
UNPERABSE FORN STAR. 


ж 


WELL, WELL — MS. TREE 


— COME IN — JOIN THE 
CHRISTMAS PARTY — 


: шш ЕА ۱ ES 
TO BE CoNCLUDED THIS ISSUE سے‎ 


Dear Мах, 

The new MS. TREE (#31) is nice, raal nice. | especially like 
Ihe first page Io chapter six ("Dying Тіте”). Simple, but very 
elfeciive. Terry's art is constantly improving and а joy lo look 
at. Every Issue seems betler than the lasi. 


Monte Beauchamp, CHICAGO, IL 


Terry and і both recommend Monle's excellent fenzine 
BLAB, which explores Ihe connection between EC comicsana 
ihe underground comix movamant. Ask for il et your local 
comics shop, or send $6.95 per copy to Monta Beeuchemp, 
Р.О. Вох 25537, Chicago, И. 60625. 


Dear M.A.C.. 
As to the current storyline, MS. TREE #29, chaplers 1 & 2 of 
"The Other Cheek"), | don't believe, after giving it some 


thought. thal Ms. Tree was forced lo lake medicalion. | do 
believe thal psychiatristsare reasonable individuels who, if Ihe 
hospital palienl expresses e desire to under-go chemical-tree 
therapy, and beheves in e manner characterized by neither 
violen! oulbursis nor suicidal episodes, (her selt-detense 
injeclion ol the poison into the neck o! Ihe woman who was 
trying to kill her, as recorded in Ms. Tree #27, would, | betieve, 
be conceded by any fair thinking psychialric professional to 
be a ralional acl), would work with the patient on that basis. 
(The misconceplion thal medication is automatic stems from 
Ihe consequences o! overcrowding in understaffed public 
facililies where patienis see Ihelr doclor infrequenlly.) 

When I read T.M. Maple's comment thal Ms. Tree chooses 
nol to get drewn по a substantial personal change by the 
deeper aspecis of Ihe game ol psychialry, (and if MS. TREE 
429 was any indicalion, lo be so drawn is precisely what she 
has chosen), } hed to agree Ihat |ከ[5 was her ettllude going in, 
but with Ihe qualification thal the reason Ihat this was her 
altitude was because her firmness of bolh morel conviclion 
and sense of personal identily saw no need ol substanlial 
personal change. The queslion Ihen becomes: "Were her 
moral conviclions righl and wes her firm sense ol personal 
idenlity heallhy." 

If Ms. Tree's apparent personelity change was nota scam, {It 
didn'l appeer to be), Ihen it's Ms. Tree, Ihe drugs, end the in- 
doctrinalion by Ihe shrink and 518ቨ lo twist her own good 
impulses inlo a perverted mockery; and | conclude she 
voluntarily underlook medicalion-assisted Iherapy - ош of a 
desire to play Ihe game, e sincere deslre to improve hersell, 
and wilhoul e cleer underslanding of the polenlial moral con- 
sequences. 

T.M.'s nollon is пе! Ms. Tree is closed-minded and closed- 
hearted simply because she has an exlreordinarily clear: 
minded and strong-hearled sense of what's righl and whal's 
wrong. Т.М. didn't come across too clearly on this T.M.'s letter 
seemed lo convey the Idea Ihal Ms. Tree allows herself no 
room for spirilual growth end edvancemenl. Booshwa! 

Ms. Tree's moral sense is in excellent health and she has nol 
been spiritually slagnant. In her personal relalionships she 
hes shown forih a sincere struggle lo work on correcting her 
deficiencies, (e.g. with her step-son), and achieve posilive 
growth in being sensitive lo and caring of others, (e.g., ofPele 
Anger). Thal she chose lo work IhingsIhrough in her daily lite 
indicates emolional courage; and she exhibits vulnerabilily 
and emotional openness in allowing Ihe asylum lo so pervert 
her, аз il appeers lo have done. 


David Malcom Porte, SACTO 


Max, Terry, and Gary, 
So this is what Michael Tree has become after her trip to the 


Address all letters of 
comment to: 


SWAK 

P. O. BOX 1007 
MUSCATINE, IA 
52761 


hospital, huh? No mora guns, no more aggressiveness, no 
more sharp edges - and es a resull, perheps no more Michael 
Tree. | must admil, this is not at all whal | expected from Ihe 
fiery, violent detective; | never imagined she would even take 
Ihe doctors seriously, let alone aller her enlire persona. She 
seemed loo hard, loo tough, lo еуегімізі or budge, 100 aureol 
herself and the justice of her actions. However, | guessIhatthe 
grinder she's been Ihrough over the past few years is enough 
to erode even the most powerful and confident person. 

“The Other Cheek,” In MS. TREE #29, was a very strange 
new chapter In Michael'a life, presenting a woman who haa 
been во totally changed, thet өзіде trom the physical resem- 
blance, she’s unrecognizable as the heroine of pest issues. 
Boy, you guys really lake chences in this serles; you present 
grephlc violence, provocative themea involving issues like 
ebortlon and child molestation, and you completely rearrange 
the Idantity of your maln character. Not many comic creetors 
could pull one of these tactics off, let alone all three — but you 
people manege, and you do И well. In other words, even 
though I'm sure the change in Michael is not permanent, I'm 
glad you took the opportunity Io show another side of har per- 
sonallty. 

And yes, the Michael of "The Other Cheek” Is definitely 
another side of the Michael of, say, "Runawey.” Though we 
haven't seen this part dominent before, | know it was always 
wilhin the cherecter. Beneath all her tough, suspicloua, angry, 
cunning armor, Michael is tender, sansitlve, caring, and non- 
sggressive. Thet peaceful center has 8ከሃ8ሃፀ been with har, 
though it has been badly shaken and submerged by all tha 
horrible experiencas of her Ше — the murdar of her husband, 
the murder ol friends, the animallstic stuggle То protect hersalt 
Irom Muerta and so many others. Michael had to bury her 
peacatul, caring |9ፀዘበ95 under layers and layers of fury and 
parenoia, In order to surviva the gauntlet ehe's been running. 
Without that inner core, though, she also would have perished, 
she would have ultimately descendad to Muerta's level ol 
crualty and vengeence, with absolutely no sensa of respect for 
any human life, no redseming goodness or emotion of any 
kind. She would heve becoma a almple. cold, bitter killing 
mechanism, abandoning all principles and sanity; than, she 
would have truly belonged In the looney bin, and she would 
have probably stayed there all her Ша. Whan Michael was 
placed In the senilarium, moved to an environment whara sha 
was guarantead protection (efter dealing with the evil guards) 
and encouraged to feel placid and sensitive, the hidden core о! 
feeilng ceme to the surface, and with treetment by the doctors 
and, apparently, tranquillzars, |! became dominent. | don't 
think sha could have been chengad so quickly and dresticeliy 
without exploiting the fundamental decency she possessed, 
Ihe sympathalic core, the inlense даз!га lor peace and non- 
violance. 

Before har trip to the hospilal, Michael killed, but she did nol 
kill for pleasure or personal galn. She didn't rub folka out for a 
cheap, sadistlc thrill, unlike many of those she did In -- she kill- 
ed to survive, to protect herself and her loved опаа from being 
killed themselves. Her basic motivation, then, was valid, end 
anchored in har decent and peace-loving spirit. As she said 
herself, on page 5 of thls Isaue, "I've tried to use violence to 
reshape the world, to make it a better, more sane placa." 

And so, It was only natura! thal Michael would change in 
such an axtreme way whan stuck in the sanitarium. Though 
many readers mighi consider her sudden personality switch to 
be Impossible and unrealistic, | feel it was eclually logical, per- 
haps aven inevilabla. | Ihink Michael came to love her vacation 
irom reality; it gave her what she really wanted, all along, deep 
Inside — complete seclualon, peace, and escape. She finally 
had a chanca to iat her guard down, to feel like a caring, worth- 
while Indlvidual instaad of a hounded killer. As Dan percapt- 
ively polnts oul, "But I’m not so eure sha wouldn't jike to stay. 
This place Is safe from the real, cruel world — she'a taking har 


sweet time, saying her goodbyes." In a way, baing sent to the 
hospitai wes tha best thing that couid have happened to 
Michaei, reeutting in a rediscovery of her emotlonel, trenquil 
self; of course, it might get her kliled, if sha doean't acon 
realiza that her emotions should tamper, not герізсе, her 
strength and aggressivenass. Now Ша! sha's out, of course, 
Michaal wants mora then enything to continua har ascapa, to 
extend her vacation into the reai world of vlolenca end hatred, 
I'm sure that the obscenity end avil which have eiready begun 
fo attack her once egaln, will reetore her judgment and ablilty 
to defend herself. 

I'm really enjoying the current storyline, and | liked "The 
Other Cheek" a iot. Из all providing a unique, haretofore un- 
revealed glimpse Intothe mind and motivation of Ma Trea, end 
ይ also bringing up есте Interesting questions about vioience 
and rehabliitatlon, i'm realiy not sure what you're trying to say 
with some ان‎ these points; for inetance, do you reaily beiiava 
thet peychietric iraetmant haa по vaiue in 30-1817, end thet "re- 
habilitation" does more harm thsn good? That seams to be a 
focus of thie whois ріо! па, | think | undaretand the viewpoint 
you're foliowing toward violence — that violanca Is wrong, bul 
the world laa violant piaca, and we need to usa violent means 
to eurvive. What about Mika Jr.'s biowing &wey the two thugs, 
though — and enjoying It? He did it in self-defense, but aiso got 
в real kick trom It... snd the scene wes е! тоз! played in a glori- 
tying way. What's your point, guys? i'm curioueebout how you 
intended it to come off. 

Oh weli, i can't walt to see whare |! all laads naxtiseue. Keep 
up tha good etuff. 


Robert T. Jeschonek, JOHNSTON, PA 


Robert, ! can't ans wer your па? questions because ! think it 
opens а dangarous door (ona which / admittedly go through 
from tima to tima): that is, the author expieining/intarpreting 
his own work, Из up to tbe work /8፳8// to provoka and inspire 
valid and insightfui intarpratetions - алд your reading of Ms. 
Tree's charectar as it has changed and developed, es you ax- 
plore it in this fetter, із perhaps tha beat and most on-tergar the 
author ( which is to say, me) hes yet ancountared. Thank you. 


Daar Mex and Tarry, 

ዘ | hadn't seen (ከ፳ ad for if | из! aii over tha place (this issue 
seemed fo heve wider pubiicity than most previous ones, for 
some reason) than i would've bean pretty surprised by tha turn 
of eventa [п 429. i felt for sura thet Michael would weafber har 
gay in the hoepital end emerge just es detarmined end дип 
happy ав ever. inetead, she Із а greatiy changed person. 

| think thet tbe triumph of the psychiatrists over her, |! | may 
put It in those terms, plvoted on the eerly but crucial victory of 
simply gatting har to play the "game" of treatment. She really 
had no choice, | guass. In order to gaf released she had to 
undargo treatment. At tiret, sha wes defarmined to angage In it 
oniy euperticielly end only to secure har departure. Gut |! was 
tha oniy game In town, 60 to speak, end i can see how it would 
quickly come to dominate her life. From thera, It ia but a short 
Step to ber whoiehearted participation in the procesa — по 
longar Just г gama. 

Ot course, In some (many?) ways, аһа needed treatment, or 
а! laast some way of changing certain tecets of har И. Her 
protestations that daath followed har instead of vica verea was 
lass end iess believable as time went on. Sha hed to embreca 
reality — elther edmit har kliilng weys es в pert of the Не aha 
ከ84 chosen or drew away гот it es she sometimes said she 
wented to. 

At timas whlia reading #30, | bagan fow onder about tha ilkll- 
hood ot tha situation portreyed thereln, epeciticelly about tha 
chenga In Ma Tree herself. She hes gone from being a 
hardnosed kliier to being ап unreaiiafically pecitietic dummy. 
This seems an Incredible leap to teke. in favour of this 
transformation is the fact thet people who live at one extreme 
often Jump to the other, without pausing to stand on any 
middie ground and, of course, that в stay in в mantal 
insfituflon can very definitely cause tremandous shifts in be- 
haviour апа outiook. Yet | couidn't help getting the fseling that 
she wes acting much too unbellevebly, thet ehe wes ignoring 
eventa eround her, relher than" merely" putting а special inter- 
pretation on avents perceived. (Mind you, self-delusion is not 
known in human beings!) i gat tha fesling, Max, that you were 
meybe overstating the cese in order to теке her eventual re- 
adoption of violent твепз seem thet much mora justifieble. 
This would Ба undarstandabia, sinca the justice, even dselre- 
billty, of violence In в good ር6ህ56 із assentia! to comic book 


edventure. Also, i'm sure you heve eomething up your sleeve 
yet in Ms. Tree's struggia with violence. 

Let me assura reader Kirli Kundurezieff that despite having а 
faw letters printad In verious comice over the years, | heve yet 
to ахрапепсе boredom at seeing ona in print! And Мах, when 
you взу ከፀ! readere ara "trying to read things Info" the current 
atoryline and thet you "aren't trying fo make e statament," iet 
me juet say thef all of en euthor'e symbolism and meaning is 
not necassarily conacioue on his реп. And say, with reference 
to your reply to Chris Romano's ietter. is "hooters" really mora 
"dignlfied" that "boobs"?! 


T. M. Maple, WESTON, ONTARIO 


T. M., tha pendulum has not swung ай the way back for Ма. 
Trea. Yes, she's her tough, оссаз/олайу vangelui self egein - 
but i think she hes ieerned something about tha remitications 
of ber most axtreme behavior. But whetsha- and Terry and і, 
and tha readers - have азо learned іп "The Other Cheek" is 
that you can't go beck. Karma baing what itis, Мз. Теза has за! 
too much in motion to become a pacifist at this point. (Sea, i 
Said ! can't resist going through the intarpretetion door now 
end than.) By the way, i readily cop to "oversteting the case" - 
MS. TREE is e melodramatic, comic-book edventure end (es 
Ге pointed out before) only seems realistic compared to most 
ot what 658 is baing done In tha medium. } вргов, too, that tha 
fiction writars symbolism and meaning is по! always 
conscious on his part. For axempla, now that ! look back at а 
dozen or so years of professional tiction-writing, 1 сел ssa re- 
curring tbemes іп my work thet / did not гвайта were thare. Аз 
tor my "hooters" remark, that was conscious, T. M. - "hooters" 
із actually more undignified than "boobs," which із the joka. 
Get it? Gat it? T. M.? You're still out there, arant you? / know 
you are... сап hear you typing... 


Dser Max, Tarry, Gery & Oeni, 

The sedata, the sedetad, Ms. Tree's в softer, more rounded 
figure of а person: har every teeture, ахргазајоп more open, 
more calm — а subetantial achievement of pen and penciling! 

l'm tired of all tha abortion "controversy" — i've chosen ጠሃ 
sida (that of messiva, early education about saxuality, 
зепвиа Му, economics and responalbiiity...and gulit-treecost- 
trea hazards-frea contrecaption) — eapecialiy because with 
"The Othar Cheek" you're bringing to light en equally, posel- 
Бу more important iseue i fest will provoke fer fewer missi vea: 
the effect our تا'‎ all you сап Бе" destructo-robot wond is pro- 
ducing in ош chlidren. So whetta you think? la Mike Jr. going 
to get a chanca to outgrow his {aham} mala adoiascent power 
fantasies (bang bang ahoot shoot) or wili'e becoma 6 green 
beret stefistic ciiche? i've played with guns вв а kid, and, now, 
know my pistol of choice ia а Colt Python, but i'm not в 
'shootar'. Mike Jr. la. isn't he — what's lt gonna be ilka, now, for 
him, to watch the Sonny/Davy Crocketts on 7۳۶ 

Lemme quickly sdd thet everyone's reectlons to Ms. Tree's 
‘силе’ (Mike's, Dan's — thet "everyone's") kinds points outa 
detrimental leck of s belence of friends in Michael's lite. 
Possible that's a dengerous leck. And finally: the coverto"The 
Olher Cheek", MS. TREE #29 goes inte m'tilas es emong ጠሃ 
fevorites! 


Matthew-Louls Levin, NORTH HAMPTON, MA 


т not sure ۱ understand that "destructo-robot" issue you 
raise, but then! just goi back trom seeing the tiim "Biue Veivet" 
end I'm e шие brain-fried from the experience. і, too, em abit 
tired of the ebortion controversy, but oniy in terms of this 
letters pege, because seid controversy із no longer e central 
concern of e recent MS. TREE story. Nonetheless, т running 
One more letter on that subject, because it's interesting... Биг 
thet's ff, gang. And enough already on the logic discussions, 
okey? Or should that be, "Nutt said?" 


Deer Msx and Terry, 

It i$ my firm belief that the letters pages of MS. TREE arathe 
most lucid, inteiligent, weli-thought lattars In ell oi comics; 
and If this letter sees print, i shall be honored to be in ihe com- 
pany of ell these who seam to spend зо much time and effort 
on thelr mlssives їо these pages. Publication, however, is not 
the point of this letter, end should you wish to remove this 
entire peragreph, ! would fully understand. 

i em writing bacause | wish to Така issue with а point relsed 
by Ruasei Sheddox In ihe peges of MS. TREE $29. 

Mr. Sheddox etatas, "anyone who can equate the life of en 


unbom fatus to thst of a womsn with en already-estabiished 
Ше, а complamant of lifa's experiencas, Is operating with en 
swíully warped sense of logic." If! reed Mr. Shsddox correctly, 
he is trying to convinca us that а womsn hsss right to abort en 
unwsnted chlid simply because she is more experienced than 
the child Is. 

Now | don't know diddlysquat about associative or 
deductive logic; but | do know that to assert thst One person's 
life із more mesningful or valuable thsn another's becsuse of 
some difference іп age ог axperience is pure poppycock. 

15 my daughter's life of less үзіне then mins becs usa | have s 
"fully developed lite"? (And aven If you beliave зо, try telling 
that to my ex-wife.) Qr Is my brother's lite more imports-nt than 
mine becsuse he hss s wider range of life's experiences? 111 
am to spply the ressoning behind Мг. Shsddox's ergument 
then | must conclude in tha affirmetive. However, | ever ۶٤ 
the undesirabla situstion of choosing between a continustion 
of my deughter's Ше or my own, or a continuation of my 
daughter'e life even though It would edvereely sffect mine, | 
hope | would have tha good sense not to even considar Мг. 
Shaddox's srgument. 

Although sbortion has becoma s clesr-cut issue In my 
pereonal Не, І recognize thst Itis not ona for most people, But 
It № not logic of "terminsting s Ше ۱۶ murder, abortion Is term- 
Inating a life, theretore abortlon Is murder," which i tind to be 
oversimplistic. ዘበ fsct, my view of tha drewback there Is not 
with the logic or simplicity et II, but with the definition of the 
"terminating е lite la murder’ clause. 

Abortion is terminating а На. Tarminating 8 lite, especially 
in the eyes of the law, Is not always the samess murdar, Stata 
executions of criminals and acta of violence In 58۱1-05803۵ 
which result іп a loss of human life come readily to mind as 
terminations of life which ere not murder, To thst axtand, es 
Mr. Shsddox reminds us, "tha woman who carries sn unborn 
child hss s responsibility not to take that Ме lightly." Ali to 
often, lives ere taken lightly. To insist thet the Ме of әп unborn 
Chlid is somehow lese worthy of continuetlon then thst of the 
womsn who besrs the child Is to take thst life lightly. In that 
senes, Mr. Shsddox has shirked the rseponsibility he has 
established himself. Unless, thst |8, he fsels that only the 
mother of tha child hes $ responsibility not to take thst life 
lightly. 

Abortion is taking 5 life. Somatimes, taking a lite is murder, 
Somatimes, sbortion is murder. | am not sbout to tell s 
mantally retarded, thirtsen year-old repe victim, who 18 preg- 
nant end under extreme pressure (admittedly an extreme 
example, but one which has occurred) that aborting her child 
Is murder. She Is not taking that life lightly, Her other troubles 
sre likely to be causing more thsn enough trsuma as И Is and 
her pregnancy is likely to be best daalt with as quickly as 
possible. 

On the other hsnd, | will readiiy tell а merrlad, secure, 
hesithy women thst eborting the child sha is carrying simply 
becsuse she doesn't wsnt s third ona (or some such) ta 
murder. "The womsn who csrries an unborn child ከ85 8 
responsibility not to take thst Ма lightly." 

| have rembled fsr too long. | hope somawhereamid sil this | 
have sdequstely expressed my Мау. | һора also | have mada 
my polnt with regard to Mr. Shaddox's argument. And al- 
though | msy not agree with all I resd, | thank you for printing 
It. АНег sll, It did mova те both to consider the Issue once 
agsin end to take the time myself to put my opinions on paper. 
Again, thsnk you very much. 


David A. Smith, BRISTOL, TN 


Dear Max, 

This is certainly 8 new change of pace for Ms. Tree. | never 
thought Ms. Tree's "rehabilitation" would do enything - snd 
certainly not work to this axtent. Qf course, | did know some- 
thing wss golng to happen when, In Issue 28, Мз. Tree esid we 
was willing to take drugs from the doctor. And, since she | stili 
taking theese drugs now that she's out of the"nuthouse," | don't 
think she'll ravert back until someone, hopefully Оеп, gets rid 
ol those pills. 

Из obvious thet since Ms. Tree 18 now docile, a lot of bad 
things ere going to go down. It was har thirst for vengeance 
thst helped keep the gangsters In line end the lives ol her 
frlends sefe. This naw Ms. Trea Is a big step up fora ny of the re- 
ከገፀበ|በፀ mobs that might seek vengeence. Already, es we saw 
in this Issue, she won't aven defend herseif. Из golng to be 
interesting. 


I can't help but think sbout the fate of Or. Syke. If this new 
sttitude brings Injury to snyone sha loves, end |! she reverts 
beck to her old, loveble, blood thirsty self, Dr. Syke Is going to 
be up shits creek without that well needed proverbis! paddla. 

The пахі few Issues are going to be Intaresting. Takecsre. 


Chris Romano, PACIFIC PAUSADES, CA 


We may not have seen tha lasl of Ог. Зуко. Butdon'tiook for 
Ms. Tree to teke revenge upon him; she's smart enough fo 
know Syke did his bast to help her -snd he did, in fact, give her 
soma help. 


Dear Terry end Max, 

Thera are comics | read with a pessing Interest. You know 
the onas. They are comics you've resd for yeare snd you just 
sort of absently keep track of what is going on. But MS. TREE 
just keeps getting bettar every Issue, so eveniti buy 12 comics 
the seme dey ۱ buy MS. TREE i hava to resd MS. TREE first. Of 
sil tha comics i buy, this is the one | look forward to resding 
most. 

Now MS. TREE Із facing the consequeness of har violent Ша 
snd how it is sflecting those close to her. 

Qr Is she? 

Instead of using this perlod to ۲۵۵۷۶۱۵۱۵ her Ше, to weigh 
once and for all what her "get-tough" sttituda costs those 
closest to her, MS. TREE Is now s pill popping Bsrble doll 
drifting through har own comic lika smoke drifting through s 
Van Hsien Concert. Too bad. 

Too bad that Instesd of MS. TREE gathering some Insight 
from her psychiatric axperiences all she learned wes popping 
pllls. The pest faw Issues hava seemed to suggest thst there | 
only baing violent or being psasive and no scceptabla 
middleground. It would be nice to see her balanced Insteed of 
going full НИ bogle Іп one extrema or the othar. | guess obses- 
sion with her work 18 as much 8 part of her personality as It is 
tor such classic chsrsctarsas the Shadow, Batmsn, and Trevis 
McGse. Deciding how to welk the line between obseselonsnd 
humanity makes tors more multi-demensions! charecter. You 
are skiliful enough to write her that wey. She dcesn't have tobe 
either/or, she csn be both sggresalve end hsppy. 

Оп snother note: | have the first two QUARRY books you 
wrote {Мах wrote, Sorry Terry. | || writa snd complimant you 
onthe PHONY PAGES Ister) but | cs n't find the other books. it 
seys In the front cover of OUARRY'S LIST thst QUARRY'S 
DEAL end QUARRY'S CUT are "torthcoming." Are they avall- 
abis by sending money to FOUL PLAY PRESS, ог сап | огдег 
them directly {тот you? Please let me know soon because 
QUARRY'S LIST ends where the slory | want to read begins. 


T.E. Pouncey, WICHITA, KS 


I think i'a obvious by now that Мз. Treets, these deys, better 
adjusted Іһеп she used to be. Don't look l'or her to be at all 
passive, however - and 6 relapse is always possible. And 
thenks lor plugging my Quarry novels, all four o! which are іп 
print and fairly readily aveilable et mejor bookstore chains аз 
wail as mystery book stores. /ከ1 sure you could ordar tham 
from Foul Play Press, bul Ihe handiest thing lor anyone 
Inlerested іп my novels to do is order tham from regular 
advertiser Bob Wainberg, who has 6/ the Quarrys and more. 
Tha first new Quarry in ten yeers, by tha way, willbe the next 
book do {т finishing up Haller #4 et the moment); tanlatively 
Нива QUARRY'S RETURN, П wii! be a hardcovar naxt year 
from Foul Piay Press. 


Qesr Max and Terry, 

Гуа been mesning to get e letter off to you sinca my friend 
Jaff started me on Ма. Tree beck sround tha time of "Baby 
Boom." Since then, I've picked up Issues 1 - 12 or so snd have 
Кар! up with the current series. Obviously | like the book. 

1 think the most Interesting aspect of the book is thet И la 
bullt ons literary base ratherthantheart. Thatls, tha artwork |8 
stylized, clearly telling the story without sdding 5 lot of 
unnecessary embellishment. Even In action sequences, like 
pages 5-8 of "Time To Take Your Medicine," Tarry does 
without the visus! pyrotechnics that most ertists would 
Indulge In. Similarly, the use of stats In the frequent 
"flashbsck" panels presarves the Integrity of the story while 
with new ertwork Terry might ba tempted to add some naw 
element or simply screw up. 

I'm trying to svold seying that tha artwork tskes a back seat 


lo the story, because | enjoy Terry's work quite a bit. tt seems 
mora that he feels a responsibitity to the story rather than 
showing how well he can draw someone leeping ten feet 
есгозз a room to throw a punch. Also, hls restraint makes it 
eesler to belleve In the charecters as real people. ል similar 
comparison can be made In the artwork for Alan Moore's 
SWAMP THING and WATCHMEN. 

The fantastic elements in SWAMP THING make ite netural 
for the bizerre artwork and unusual panel arrangaments ot 
Veitch end Bissette. In WATCHMEN, on tha other hand, 
Gibbons' static pane! arrangement and realistic detail make il 
easler to belleve |! es e reatistic Interpotetion of "our" world. 

In terms of the Duo-Tone artwork, yes and no. t like it, but 
not И you're going to use pastel colors like the blue in 1550831. 
With a light tone, there's more of a tendency to overuse the 
cotor end to use it for гепдепла (eg, Ms. Tree's face, Pg. 8 
Panel 3 о! Теке Your Medicine). I'd preter to see the deeper 
lone used on the first page of the story. 

To contradict everything I've sald, | like the symbolic covers 
(eg #29) as much as the one's that show an actual sceneof the 
Story. 

Ms. Tree seems to be the only detective in comics or TV 
{excepting Nathaniel Dusk, maybe) that doesn't wisecrack her 
way through an investigatlon, But Max, are we ever golng to 
see her take on an actua! paying cllent? 


А quick note to tet Terry know how much | enjoyed "The 
Phony Peges." This kind of parody is certainly funnler Ihan 
"funny animal" mutants whose adventures are only ۱۷ 
less serlous than the subjects of the parody. 


Marty Golia, HARTSDALE, NY 


Marly, Ms. Tree hes e paying client іп ihe current story, but 
she's hed ‘ет before. Hasn't she? Whe! do ! know, ! jus! wrile 
fhe damn sirip...bu! ! до know one thing: you're ebsolulely 
right ebou! Terry's briftian! PHONY PAGES, for which ! can 
lake no credi! excep! for nudging him for Пегейу years fo ри! 
collections o! that greet materia! together. Hell, even the 
COMICS JOURNAL gave him в rave. 


Dear Respondant, 

Re MS. TREE #30: Ms. Tree has become a junkie! Гат 
disgusted by this. 

How could it heve happened? Does she have en eddictive 
personelity? ts It the case that she was previously addicted to 
meting out justice, and has replaced that eddictlon with 
another In becoming a prescription junkle? 

Hadn't she been under tremendous emotional pressure аз а 
consequence of the syndicate's and the authorltles' 
persecution of her, (persecution due to hersingle-handed war 
against evil, another emotlonal burden)? Didn't she become ә 
рІІ-роррег as part of a thereputic progrem to deal with her 
067 

How could Ms. Tree become ә Junkle? Из horrid! То 
succumb to this pilt-popping addictlon indicates a severe 
character flaw, (inconsistent with her history), a weakness thet 
could ultimately destroy her life. | am aghast! | am outraged! 

Ms. Tree has always been presented аз being extremely 
resourceful. She has proven her propensity to keep her wits 
about her in the face of adversity. This propensity to keep her 
wits about her Is the key to what's so outrageous about her 
extreme personaiity change: drug addiction is simpty too 
Inconsistent with the ground work which has been laid. 

Doesn't Ms, Tree direct her behavior from en extremely 
strong sense of right and wrong? Itis irrational thatshe allow 
her moral sense, her sense of justice, to be so supressed; and 
supressad it is — by those pills, to which she has become 
addicted. 

Have these pills given her amnesia? Has she forgotten the 
moral logic which leads her to take positive action in the face 
of extraordinary circumstences? Moreover, her moral logic 
hes always Involved the element of compassion, compasslon 
for the victim, no matter how hard the justice she metes out 
may be. 

Wasn't il compassion for Claude, har /ellow patient, Ihat 
motivatad her initiating the investigation of Senator Palma? In 
репе! 8 оп раде 9 of Sitdown, (chapter four of “The Other 
Cheek”). one witness ageinst the Senator, а Mr. Backer, hes 
just been murdered. In panel 3 on page 7 of the previous 
chapter, "The Killing Line", Roger asserts thal Наз got eye- 
witnesses, plural, other than Claude, who saw Palme with his 
secretery Ihe night she was killed. So, wa know that al leasl 


one person other than Claude and the lale Mr. Backerremains 
who has come torwerd. (Claude асішаПу saw Ihe murder.) 

Wil! Ms. Tree allow these witnesses to die, also? Have these 
pills, and her addiclion to them, so robbed her ot compassion 
that she's willing to close her eyes as Ihe bodias pila up? (Of 
course nol, if thay hype page tor the as yet unreleased MS. 
TREE #31 Is Irue. "ft's beck to ‘normal’ as Ms. Tree flushes her 
psychiatric cure down the drain, and picks up her gun to 
avenge the deeth of an innocent." Not Claude, | hope.) 

What | just wrote about compassion goes equally for self 
preservetion, (defense), but compassion is more altruistic, so 
it makes e better sounding pitch. Neverthelass, set defense 
has been a big motive in her behavior; end one torpedo did 
almost off her, except Effie blaw his brein out; and Ms. Muerte 
did threaten Ms. Tree's life right on the comic's last pege. (Did 
the pitis so distort her perceptions -- i.e., she's feiling to keep 
her wits ebout her — thet she's willing to close her eyes to Ihe 
threat to her life?) 

To Tom Crunkleton of Atlanta, GA, who answers me with the 
claim thet legislation "shouldn't" condemn immorallty, nor 
enforce morelity, | say two things. 

First: just recently the honorable justices of our Supreme 
Court have upheld. and rightly so, in a case orginaling in 
Atlanta, that very principle o! law which | had endorsed, and 
which provoked Tom Crunkleton's response. ል righteous 
blow against moral anarchy, perversion end evil. 

Second: isn't hla "shouldn't" а categorical imperative, as 
was mine, against which he writes, (the main difference being 
that mine is right end his isn't)? Doesn't his seying that law 
"shouldn't" enforce "shouldn't"s constitute the setting up ot а 
standard precisely equivalent, (except that his is wrong), to 
tha type of siandard, (law), which he purports to be opposing? 
Isn't It true that his own logic deteats ilsal/? 

The price hike of the MS. TREE comic! Hey, give yourselt a 
raisa; and whila you're al it, taka the газ! ot tha day ой, why 
dontcha? 

Effle’s character is developing nicely; Ms. Muerta's, too; and 
Ms. Tree's hooters. 

The art was typically okay by me; the coloring, too. Kudos, 
ail. 


David Malcolm Porta, SACRAMENTO, СА 


1 don't think Ms. Tree wes ever a “junkie,” Devid -endi think 
that the issue «31 should heve answered eny o! your oiher 
problems. Ға go into more detail, but l'm ebout to give myself 
the res! of the дву olf, to contemplate hootars.... 


Dear Max & Terry, 

Greetings and felicitations. | just read М5, TREE 431, and 
was quite surprised by an error made in the MIKE MIST 
MINUTE MISTERY. Mike arrested the subject tor claiming that 
sha was using an automaled teller machine to cash a check. 
Mike slated that ATMs cannot cash checks. WRONG 1ن/‎ ۱ 
ATMS can and do cash checks, depending on Ihe soflware & 
АТМ involved. CIT/BANK in NYC allows instant credit tor 
deposits made through ATMs, when a person has such 
privileges. Although the amounts below the nearest $20 
cannot be accessed (CITIBANK ATMs only deal in 105 8 20s, 
starting at $20}, most of the /unds are available thal inslant 
after Ihe deposit. Also, many peopla deposit checks. and draw 
on cesh already cleared. Although not lechnically correct to 
cal ዘ "cashing a check,” thal is how it's ойеп referred 10. Also, 
DOLLAR DRY DOCK here in NYC has anew machine that will 
allow you lo remove cash inexact amounts. | am sure that NYC 
is not the only place Ihat has such АТМ. In the future, please 
try to verify facis before presenting Ihem as solutions to а 
problem. Please, also try to make the MINUTE MISTERIES nol 
rely on minor slips of the longue thal may actually be jusl 
improper ways ot reterring to Ihings. 


Mark Marmor, NY NY 


Thanks for writing, Mark. This is Barb, Max's wife. And since 
1 gave Mex the idea lor this MIKE MIST, he asked me il I'd like 
to answer your letter. ( Actually he threw it in my lace and said, 
"WELL??"J 

| know ATMs ዐ//ፎየ a few more services since ! helped install 
them іп our local bank, but until they can verily that the date о! 
the check is current, the amount correctty written Out, the 
funds available il other than a personal check, and the check 
properly signed end endorsed, ATMs will NEVER be able to 
"cash a check." 
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THE NEW MS. TREE SHIRT 15 NOW AVAILABLE. 
TERRY BEATTY PROVIOES THIS NEW SHIRT DESIGN WHICH IS SCREEN PRINTEO 
IN FULL-COLOR, ON A NATURAL COLOR 10095 COTTON, HEAVYWEIGHT T-SHIRT. 


GET YOURS TODAY! 


* FINEST QUALITY 100% 
COTTON SHIRT 

* SCREEN PRINTED 

(NOT TRANSFERS!) 


NOW AVAILABLE THROUGH 
DISTRIBUTORS AND COMIC 
SHOPS EVERYWHERE. 

ОЯ USE THE 
HANDY ORDER FORM BELOW 


MAKE PAYABLE TO 


515 W. VALENCIA DR. - UNIT E 
FULLERTON, CALIF. 92632 


NEIL THE HORSE CLOISONNE PIN አባሎ ና 
BY ARN SABA 
STATE j|; —— 
Show your support for musical comedy by CITY 
sporting this great multi-colored, gold-plaied 
Image of Мей on your person. 1% Inches in 
width, it comes complete with clutch-back m | 
attachment. SML-XL -e =] 
Only 55.95. M-L-XL — 
POSTAGE & HANDLING LOVE & ROCKETS ГЕЕВ 
| [NEIL THE HORS s 


UP TO $5.99 ADD. ...,... 
$6.00 ТО $15.99 АПО.... 
$16.00 TO $19.93 ADO 

$20.00 TO $28 99 400... = 
$29.00 AND UP ADD ...,........ 


PLEASE ALLOW 2 WEEKS FOR PERSONAL CHECKS TO CLEAR CANADA: АПР 51 00 EXTRA FOR POSTAGE, FOREIGN ADD $2 00 


T WAS ALMOST TEN O'CLOCK ا‎ а. BEEN KEPT UP MUCH OF 
BEFORE I GOT TO THE OFFICE 
THAT MONDAY MORNING — 


THE NICHT BY A PARTIC ULARLY 
NO/ SY نمم سج‎ „ЁЁ اع‎ 
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at WHY ARE YOU CAMPING 22271 Lo 
OUT HERE, LT. Z RAIN BEA eR 

CHASE You INSIDE Z 
Í МАТЫ“ ON Your 


NEIGHBOR — 
` N LAWRENCE TIBED. 


WHAT S HOMICIDE WANT 
Е. 2:4 © WITH A DEVELOPER OF 
i ще SHOPPING MALLS Z THE 
НЕЯ ПВЕР X TESSA PRICES KILLING THE 


INVESTMENTS CUSTOMERS 2 
ме. 


МО — TIBED'S PARTNER, JEFFREY TESSA, 

WHO RUNS THEIR EAST COAST OFFICE, 

WAS MURDERED LAST NIGHT. WE HAVE 
TO INFORM ВЕР. , 


የጨ 
2. 
ЕД 


HALF А CONTINENT AWAY 7 МОТ DIMM Took А FEW MINUTES 70 FILL ВЕР IN — 


WE WERE CONCERNED WHEN) I WAS AT MY CABIN 
WE COULDN'T REACH You. ALL WEEKEND — 
ж, z MY SECRETARY IS STILL 


Ер N THERE - HERE, | ር 
(NOT DOWN THE NUMBER... 


НЕКЕ, LT. — ANP I 
DON'T ENVY YOUR. 
TRACKING DOWN 
JEFFFEY'S KILLER— 
MY PARTNER WAS 


соев ed ар ም: 


I THINK уби WERE 
RIGHT THE FIRST TIME — 
CHECK HIN OUT “ 
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PROBLEM 7 
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FINISHED PENCILS and LETTERING: CARY KATO 


BOOK 
SPECIALISTS 


ROBERT & PHYLLIS WEINBERG 


15145 OXFORD DR. OAK FOREST, ILLINOIS 60452 


(312) 687.5765 


4 


TERMS: All items аге new and stocked in depth. However, please indicate if you 
prefer a refund or credit 1f something does sell out. Please make sure your 
name and address is inside your letter. Shipping is $2.50. Please specify if 
you want your order sent by post office or UPS (we must have a street address 
for UPS). Money orders preferred. 


DISCOUNT: There 1s a 102 discount if your order totals $25 or more (not 
including shipping). 


Тһів listing is just a small sample of the many items іп the mystery, pulps, 
science fiction and fantasy fields we list ín our monthly catalog. А copy 15 
sent free vith any order or send .50 for the latest listing. 


MAI ALLAN COLLINS NOVELS 


THE MILLION DOLLAR WOUND - St. Martins HC, the latest Nate Heller mystery. 
Heller is hired by Westbrook Pegler to get the scoop on the crooked head of the 
movie technicians union. Set 1n Chicago, Hollywood, and Guadacansl from 1939 
through 1943. А11 of our copies feature a special bookplate signed by Max 
Collins laid in...$16.95 


TRUE DETECTIVE - US paperback from TOR books. The first Nate Heller novel, in 
which Heller quits the force rather than be part of a corrupt police system. 
His first client turns out to be А1 Capone. Filled with all the feel of 
Chlcago of the 1930's, complete with perlod photos....$3.95 


TRUE CRIME - now in TOR paperback. The 2nd Nate Heller novel, 18 which Helier 
investigates the famous death of John Dilllnger and a plot to kldnap J. Edgar 
Hoover. Another great novel ......$3.95 

QUARRY'S DEAL - paperback reprint of the 3rd Quarry novel, originally titled 
THE DEALER. Quarry sets out to save the potential victim of a hit man ~ by 
killing the killer ....$4.95 


QUARRY'S CUT - pb reprint of 4th and rarest Quarry novel (originally titled THE 
SLASHER). Someone has в contract out on porno film maker, Jerry Castille. And 
Quarry is sure the same hit ጠ8በ 15 after hlm as well. ..$4.95 


QUARRY - pb reprint of thls novel, originally titled THE BROKER. The 
adventures of an older "hit-man" ....... $1, 95 


QUARRY'S LIST ~ reprint of the 2nd Quarry ہے‎ THE BROKER'S WIFE, now 
available іп а new edition from Foul Play Press ..$4,95 


NICE WEEKEND FOR А MURDER - пен Walker HC. Latest Mallory novel. Mallory goes 
on в Mystery weekend and needless to say, real murder follows. А11 our copies 
feature a bookplate signed by Max Allan Collins laid in. Ком In stock. 

«лъв 915.95 


we stock all Max Colllns novels іп hardcover and paperback that are in print. 
If you see 8 new title not yet listed in our ad, just give us a call to check 
if lt is in stock. 


...А РЕМ ODDS & ENDS: 


THIRTY CORPSES EVERY THURSDAY by Fredric Brown - trade paperbound book 
collecting rare pulp mystery stories by thls inventlve writer. Includes the 
title story, Death's Dark Angel, Satan's Search Warrant, and more... $5.95 


HOMICIDE SANITARIUM by Fredric Brown- trade paperbound book, another collection 
of rere pulp stories by this great writer ...$5.95 


THE NEW BLACK MASK # 5 - quarterly magazine 18 book form of hardboiled 
detective fiction. This features the first half of "After the Thin Man" by 
Dashiell Hammett, the original story done as a basis for the movie of the same 
name, First tlme ever 18 print ....$7.95 


ТИЕ NEW BLACK MASK # 6 - quarterly magazine in book form. This íssues features 
the concluding half of "After the Thin Man" by Hammett. Тһе first time ever in 
print for thls story, a true collectors item ...$7.95 
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(с) 1996 by Мах Collins 
und Terry Beatty 
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OIN THE CHRISTMAS PARTY. 
THE PORN MOGUL HAD SAID. 
BUT Г DON'T THIN HE TRUSTED 
ME TO MAINTAIN PROPER. 
PECORUM. “MR, C ANP 
AIS MUSCLE -BOUNP SHADOW, 
"PEX" TOOK MY GUN AWAY 
Амр FOUND MAKESHIFT 
MATERIALS TO PUT ME [А 


MY PLACE. 
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LETTERING Е. ART ASSIST ; GARY KATO 


HER THAT HOLIDAY 
GLOW سے‎ 


01 


HOW PO YOU THINK YOU САМ 
GET AWAY WITH > = 

KEEPING ALL OF US HERE, 
AGAINST OUR WILL / 27 


IT’S МОТ TRACEYS FAULT THAT 
SOME HICK SOCIAL WORKER FROM 
BACK HOME BLEW THE WHISTLE ON 
You, АМР COST 

YOU A LITTLE 
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WOULO ان‎ Z AS FOR WHAT 
EDDIE’S RIGHT, I MANT, TRACEY 
уби KNOW — You DARLING, 
pip COST ME ል 
"LITTLE DOUGH” .. 


CONSERVATIVELY, > ча — 
A MILLION የ229 A CO PRA атом 
POINT FIVE... 
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WELL ... WE COULD ACC YOU EXPECT А CONTRACT 
you. OR JUST MAKE YOU UNDER DURESS LIKE THIS 
UGLY - ACIP © A THOUGHT. TO HOLD UP 2 
SCARS FROM А RAZOR 

OR А KNIFE, ON YOUR 

FACE, YOUR. BREASTS... 

ANOTHER 

POSSIBILITY 


OH, “М SORRY. MS. TREE — "HE DROPPED BY TO HAVE A BUSINESS 

| ፲ NEGLECTED TO MENTION CHAT WITH TRACEY, MITHOUT YOU 

в --. HARRY RYNO |= АТ AROUND — SO НЕ WAS HERE dne 
2 GUEST BEDROOM, NOW — ~ 
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“ИМ AFRAID HE'S IN 
THE OTHER 
BEDROOM — ^ 
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| < YOU PORNOGRAPHERS — 
rE Û ° LEBE መ سے‎ 


PRAY/NG SINNER — MURDPERERS — 
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ТНЕ далана, | 
OF THE GIRL 
You KILLED — 
57-36 5 
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SOE AN AND YOU'RE ۸۷۰۳ ۱ 
ANS FORNICATOR,.- 
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DON'T 20 ІТ, MR. EDEN. ሙ፦ E 
DON’T KILL ЕРО. - Tax vult 
HAND OFF МЕ, 
HAFGmLOT. You 
MAY BE 


NOBODY KILLED YOUR N У I KNEW CINDI ... 
DAUGHTER — SHE TOOK | uyou” BETTY... E TOLD 
НЕЕ OWN LIFE.’ не. ۹ ME EVERYTHING — 
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WHY SHE RAN AWAY YOu SEE S/N ALL AROUND уои, МЕ, EVEN 
FRO HOME — THE THINGS — WELL, INCEST IS А SIN, TOO? 
Dic TO HER — Om DOESN'T THAT COLWT IN your 

BEATINGS... AND MWOCOCSE — 


GLENN РЫ... 
YOu SAVED 
МУ LIFE — 


WHAT ARE you GOING 
TO ро, MR. EDEN Z 
SHOOT МЕ, TOOT 


(^M МОТ SURE IT WAS 
WORTH THE PRICE — 
you “ВЕТ ме, 


VIES 
ЕТ. 


PAVING ጀላ ہر‎ HON YOUR 
OWN COMPANY'S OF- AQ “ 
А ТЕАСЕУ LYNN “PRODUCT, ሩ 


IT WAS YOL WHO LURED МЕ UP HERE, 
TO EXPOSE Your “SECRET” FOR уоп, 
во YOU WOULDN'T TAKE THE BLAME 
FOR LEAKING IT YOURSELF, AND 
Risk INVOKING THE RAGE OF THE 
LATE СМЕ. С." AND 
THE REST — 


GO UNTIE THE 


OTHERS, WOULD You 2 


UM GOING "TO BE 
Scu... 
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VORTEX COMICS 


Don't make us publish a super-hero title. 
ሙሙ፡ 


96 Spadina Ave . 
9th floor. 
Toronto, Оги. 
Canada 

М5У 2.6 

(416) 363-0428 


COMING FROM 


Let's cover the ground rules. 


This is an advertisement, here, and we're going to do our level best 
to convince you (or, more properly coerce you) to buy our titles. 


Now that you're properly guarded against any subtle tricks we 
might try we can continue on with a clear conscience. 


BUY! BUY! BUY! Oh, please buy them, my mother's sick and she 
needs an operation, and my wife says she'll leave me if | turn out to 
be a failure, the bank's about to foreclose оп my house, and I'm 
fired if this ad doesn't work! Oh, God... please! 


Well, now that we've won you over to our side let's introduce you 
to these various comics you've agreed to purchase: 


Mister X: The story of Radiant City (though corrupt and 
psychotic, what our future might have been) and the enigmatic 
characters who haunt it. 


Stig's Inferno: Imagine dying and becoming ruler of Hell 
all before dinner. Who said Hell and damnation couldn't be fun? 


Those Annoying Post Brothers: Continuing their 
adventures in Bugtown, Ron and Russ Post make a terrible mess 
wherever they go. It's Charles Manson's favorite comic. Need we 
say more? 


Kelvin Mace: Our newest title. The tough guy's tough guy. 
He's one private detective who has no business being anyone's role 
model. 


Vortex: Our flagship title continues to showcase both new and 
established talent in far out fantasy tales. 
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max аПап collins 


Midnight Haul 


A Novel of Suspense 
Bv Max Allan Collins 


When journalism student Crane learns that his girlfriend, home at work for the summer, 
has committed suicide, he flies to Greenwood, "New Jersey's Cleanest Little City," for 
the funeral. Suspicious because she lacked a motive, he begins to ask questions. When 
he learns that there have been five suicides in one year in this town of 6,000—ten times 
the national average—and that all of the victims had worked at the Кетсо chemical 
plant, the town's leading industry and major employer, he becomes determined to 
investigate further, unaware that his euriosity could nearly cost him his life. 

In Midnight Haul, Max Мап Collins has written a topical novel of Mounting suspense 
that will leave its readers aware of and disturbed by issues that threaten our society 
today and future generations. 


ISBN 0-55150-077-1; cloth 814.95 
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МАХ ALLAN COLLINS 
Author of TRUE DETECTIVE 


бегесеае releases 


DECEMBER 


[ for and try с Jim rica iy 


3 о0 

1 This special three-issue series takes a lighter look at politics, romance 
and the perils of having roommates. Meet Joe: an innocent bystander 
in life, Cliff: the guy mothers warn their daughters about, and Robin: 
8 no-nonsense journalist; as we take a look at a truly Amencan ፡ 

pastime - - getting by. Also featured is “Reagan's Dreams" ፻፲ 

This back-up will feature а caricatured Reagan trying 10 solve М, ነ T 


problems in a fantasy backdrop. This issue he is a Carribbean Pirate, А \ ኤፊ ^ 
looking for buried treasure to balance the budger FF ሙራ 


art and story by: Joe Sinardi 
Maxwell's quiet evening with the radio 

is interrupted when a souvenir-seekingli ` 
visitor drops in 
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JL T- FORTHE RECORD, | 
МУ BULLET KILLED HIM. [ 


WHAT'S WRONG, мит | 
PONT you Like ፡ 
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Thus 15 the third issue of the popular repni senes îrade paperbacks. in thes volume are 
three complete stones-“Murder at Mohawk", "Death, Danger and Diamonds” and 
‘Music to Murder Ву”, all of whch feature Ms Tree s back-up character, Mike Mist. Also 
included are 44 pages of Mist Minute Mystenes, the Mist/Ms, Tree cover for the Comic 
ቓ Buyer's guide and the Mist “phony twinkes” ad Кот E-MAN, with. the creators 
and кигофисвоп to the stories by Max Collins. Over one hundred pages in 

al!!! 58 00 (05178.00 [CON] 
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27. ٠ ےا‎ Sherlock 
pee FS) Holmes 
И--- #5 
SAE Di, Watson 
T^ ^ introduces 
ہے‎ ^... Sherlock 
٦ 
F——= Holmes to a 
к= recent 
patient, who 
has just had 


fis) 


“ә--- of a lifetime: 


25 
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is a tale of 


house of 

terror, and 8 

room of 
x... death, that 


---- 8 night 


of horror. 
$2.00 (US) 
- $2.75 (CDN) 
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STRATA #5 
story by: Jae Judt 
art by: Ray Murtaugh and Jim Brozman 


Flambeau swatches sides People me! Things blow up! We discover 
the truth od what is aside Al Capone's vault, when the world 15 gaing ta 
end, and how hiq is the chacalate sire an M & M? I! vou believe that—| 
have a [81 warid tp sell youl! 52 7 15 |CÜN 
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